
      As we make our way 

through the gospel of 

Matthew, following our 

Rabbi, we find ourselves on 

this, the first day of our 

calendar year, reading about 

the baptism of Jesus.  

      One of the many things that I appreciate 

about Aldersgate UMC is that those of us who 

worship here come from many faith traditions or 

perhaps did not grow up in the faith at all. We 

bring with us various understandings of the Bible 

and worship. Some of us have been immersed in 

water during our baptisms after we professed our 

faith in God. (I, myself, was baptized by 

immersion with my parents in a Southern Baptist 

church when I was 7 years old.) Some of us were 

sprinkled with water as infants and later 

confirmed our own commitment to following 

Jesus  as we grew up. Some of us were baptized 

through a method called pouring, in which the 

water flows over the head and into a basin 

underneath. 

      In the United Methodist tradition, the amount 

of water in baptism is not central to the meaning 

of God’s gracious work. The water is important 

because it signifies our rebirth into the family of 

God, but the method by which the water is used 

is a matter of preference. And we believe that 

one baptism is sufficient because God is the actor 

in the baptism, reminding all who witness that 

the one who is being baptized is a child of God. 

So, if you were baptized in a different faith 

tradition, your baptism is recognized and honored 

here at Aldersgate. 

      Reflecting upon Jesus’ baptism  in the Jordan 

River today provides an excellent opportunity to 

remember our own baptisms, even if we were 

baptized as infants. Being a part of a community 

of faith affords us a collective memory by which 

we can celebrate the work of God in our lives 

together.  

      Toward the end of the worship services today, 

Pastor Steve and I will invite you to remember 

your baptism and to be thankful for God’s grace. 

If you have not been baptized, you are welcome 

to come and receive a blessing from us and rest in 

the truth that God loves you deeply. And if you 

have any questions about baptism, please feel 

free to call us. Our phone numbers are printed 

every week on Page 2. Grace and Peace. 


